REALTORS
YOUR BUYERS NEED TO KNOW
ABOUT TERMITE DAMAGE

If you’re a realtor, you are likely already familiar with how properties need to be
inspected prior to a sale in order to disclose any potential problems. It’s necessary
to disclose problems such as foundation cracks, water leaks and other issues so that
a buyer knows exactly what they are buying and how much they will need to invest
to fix any existing problems. Properly disclosing issues also prevents any liability and
potential lawsuits on your end. While disclosing problems such as foundation cracks
are obvious, you may not be as familiar with identifying damage from wood destroying
insects. Here we will look at what report is available for this inspection and how it can
benefit you and your buyers.

WHAT IS A WOOD DESTROYING INSECT INSPECTION REPORT?
Termite damage is disclosed in what is known as a Wood Destroying Insect Inspection Report.
This is a report filled out by a pest control company who is hired to inspect a property. It
contains information such as the inspection company’s name, address, and phone number.
It also contains the company’s business license number, the date of inspection, address of
the property that was inspected, and the structure that was inspected. The main information
reported includes the findings of the inspection. These will either show no visible findings,
or visible findings which can include “new” termite damage from live insects or “old” termite
damage from insects that are now dead. Signs can include live insects, mud tubes or stains
from mud tubes, dead insects, and visible damage to the wood. It can be difficult to tell how
old the damage is as there is no concrete way to assess it.
While the report is quite detailed, it’s important to note that it does have limitations. First,
it notes that the inspecting firm is not responsible for repairing any damage or treating
any infestation unless there was a separate contract provided. It also notes that while the
inspection occurred in easily accessible areas, there may be damage that is concealed in
inaccessible areas. Should buyer want to know what is behind or contained in inaccessible
areas, they will have to hire a building contractor to look behind the sheet rock, crawl spaces,
etc.
The inspection report only applies to insects and damage from them. It does not cover damage
from mildew, mold, or non-insect wood destroying organisms.
Lastly, the report is considered invalid if not used within 90 days of the inspection.
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WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS?
The Wood Destroying Insect Inspection Report provides several different benefits. For you,
as a realtor, it helps to assure buyers that the home is in good condition. It also fulfills your
responsibility of disclosing any damage caused by termites or other wood-destroying insects.
For the buyer, it is a way to ensure that they are not buying a home which has damage they
will have to repair. For the seller, it also protects them against any potential lawsuits. It is
crucial that they correctly and honestly fill out the disclosure form to avoid any liability. Seller
may be aware of damage that is not visible to inspector. So make sure as a listing agent that
your client is filling out disclosure form properly.

IS THE INSPECTION REQUIRED?
In some cases, yes. Some loans, such as VA or FHA loans or loans from certain financial
institutions require an inspection report as part of the loan application process. They also
may have extra restrictions such as the FHA requiring that wood fences are checked as well.
Some lenders even require that the report be dated within 30 days of closing.
Even if it is not required, it is a good idea to have an inspection and complete a Wood
Destroying Insect Inspection Report. This insures that the seller, realtor, and buyers all have
a full understanding about the condition of the house.

WHO SHOULD PAY FOR THE INSPECTION?
It is best for buyers of the house to pay for the inspection. It is also wise for the inspection to
be completed by another company other than one that is currently treating the house. This
prevents any potential conflict of interest. The records from company that holds the contract
can be reviewed if there are any questions.

SIGNS OF WOOD DESTROYING INSECTS
First, it’s important to know what type of conditions that are conducive for termite damage.
Any structure containing cellulose material or wood provides a natural source of food for
subterranean termites. Along with having a wood structure, there are several other factors
that are conducive for termite damage, such as: wood debris in a crawl space, insufficient
ventilation, faulty grade, moisture, earth-wood contact, wood mulch within three feet of
foundation, firewood stacked against the foundation, foundation cracks, sprinkler systems
that hit outside walls, leaking pipes, and wood or planter trellises that are attached to exterior
walls.
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There are often a few telltale signs of termite damage. The first sign is mud tubes. These are
tubes about the size of a pencil that are connected to infested wood. They are often visible
under hidden floor boards, concrete foundations, or behind siding. Wood damage is another
telltale sign. To detect this, tap wood and listen for a hollow sound. Blisters or dark areas of
wood flooring can also be a sign of an infestation. Lastly, a telltale sign is a swarm of winged
termites which can commonly be found around exterior light fixtures or windows.

WHAT IF THE INSPECTION SHOWS DAMAGE?
If there are signs of termites or termite damage in the home, the report will note any visible
areas of infestations. There is a grey area about potential issues with areas which aren’t
inspectable. Sometimes the decision comes down to the lender who will decide if a property
needs to be treated or not.
If it is determined that a house does need to be treated, a pest control operator should be
contacted and can provide you with a written bid that will detail the proper control measures
that need to be performed. It’s important to note that according to regulations, in order for
a pest control company to conduct and sign off on a WDIR, their technicians must have
passed an exam. After a qualified pest control company has been hired and the necessary
treatment has been performed, the technician will provide another report demonstrating that
the proper control measures were performed on the house.
If you are looking for a WDIR certified pest control company to inspect and treat properties,
we at Dugas Pest Control have technicians who undergo the continuous education needed
and who have passed the regulatory exams required. We provide a guarantee that you will
be 100% satisfied with our work. If active termites are found in the house within 90 days of
the WDIR- we will treat the house again for free. Furthermore, any time a property has been
treated or visited by us, we keep your records on file so you can come back anytime if you
need to check them for any reason.
When you are in the process of selling a house and are concerned about potential termite
damage, you can refer buyers to contact Dugas Pest Control. We are professionals who are
experienced in identifying the presence of termites and treating them. We provide exceptional
pest control to Baton Rouge, New Orleans, St. Tammany and Lafayette and will be happy to
serve you.

www.dugaspestcontrol.com
(888) 606-9282
info@dugaspestcontrol.com

Baton Rouge Location
11120 Coursey Blvd.
Baton Rouge, LA 70816
Covington Location
201 Holiday Boulevard, #400
Covington LA 70433
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